I    ASK    YOU   .   .   .
think that in such a social organization anything else could
have been the case. . . . You may take as suggestive details
that the negroes were always referred to as "servants" and
that it was considered as disgraceful to send a married negro
down the river without his wife as to manhandle him.
Beyond that I do not want to defend the Southern system
of slavery. But I do want to attack the methods of the
abolitionists and of the manufacturers who were behind
them and I can see no word to offer in defence of the hysteria
of their methods. . , . That slavery could not have existed
into the present day is obvious. It could not have because
it was uneconomic and public opinion would have done its
work. Jefferson himself introduced three measures into
Congress for the abolition of slavery and the modification
of its system. He only succeeded in passing one of them—
that providing that no newly imported negroes should be
allowed to be sold in Virginia. . . . And Jefferson, if he
was ahead of his time, would not, had events been allowed
to take a normal course, have been so far ahead as all that.
Even before the Tariff of Abominations it had dawned on
the more far-seeing planters that slave labour was not
really economically sound. Slave labour is seldom very
efficient and even without that the prices of non-agricul-
tural products were gradually hardening. Cash-farming
was in fact doomed even in that early day.
The majority of the plantations were not self-sufficient.
Even the small, solitary North Carolina farmers began, with
the development of tin ware, to depend on the pedlars
for minor necessities. The war of 1812, excluding all imports,
gave an immense fillip to the sale of New England part-
time manufactured goods such as the pedlars carried, and
caused naturally a rise in prices. The part-time manufac-
turing in the North began very gradually to change into the
factory system which, by 1830, was already formidably
developed. Peddling—which was the chief mode of sale
of the factories as well as of the home-manufactures . , ,
peddling, then, became an organized commercial system,
supporting minor capitalists who established depots at the
ends of the great roads on which heavy waggons could

